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October 18, 2011

Memorandum

To:
 High Schools / Universities,  and Potential ‘Sponsors’
From:
United Nations Association of the United States of America - Columbus Ohio 
Date:
10/18/2011
Re:
“Strive to Make a Difference Model United Nations” Educational Program
(The following Memorandum has been distributed to 87 high schools and 14 colleges in the Central Ohio Region and is now reaching beyond Ohio, offering a new educational program.  In the 2010 school year,  this program was officially endorsed and  adopted by the Columbus City Schools of Ohio and for credit at OSU.) 

  What is the Model United Nations?
The Model United Nations is an educational program which uses creative problem solving, higher level thinking skills, and in-depth research to further enhance the knowledge of students regarding real work experiences.  The program has provided students the opportunity to learn and demonstrate knowledge regarding politics, social studies, American history, government, and the United Nations. 
The program is designed to enrich each participant’s knowledge base in the areas of cultural awareness, historical implications, the functions of the United Nations, and comparative issues facing world countries.  Strive to Make a Difference Model UN is an interactive program that allows students to strengthen and develop leadership skills, as well as the opportunity to work in a team.   The program can be used as an extra-curricular organization that is affordable and achievable by any student enrolled at the high school or college level.  The success of this program requires a faculty member or a provided college intern to be accessible for weekly assignments and lessons supplied by the program coordinator. 
This is a critical time in the history of American Education.  It is of vital importance that we prepare today’s students by equipping them with the skills needed to create a productive life for themselves, their community, and the world.  If we want strong and knowledgeable leaders tomorrow, we must be willing to invest time, energy, training, and encouragement into these future leaders.  Investing our time and hope into these young lives now, means a stronger, brighter future for us all.  
How to Become Involved in Model United Nations?

At this point, we hope that you may be interested in providing  students with the opportunity to participate in the Model United Nations program.  By incorporating SMDMUN into a school’s curriculum, students will be able to develop their speaking, writing and diplomatic skills that will be useful as they further their educational interests.  We are excited to create a fun and stimulating environment that encourages students to better understand each other and themselves.  
The success of the Model United Nations relies on a schools’ willingness to participate.  We encourage each  school to consider this program and create a greater learning opportunity for students.  For more information or to set up a meeting time with the program advisor,  please contact OURMUN/SMDMUN Director, Len Baldwin. jeanlen@embarqmail.com. We look forward to hearing from you soon and making a difference in the lives of college Interns and all the participating students and faculty.   

We are also asking for contributions to cover the start-up and operating expenses of this new program.  Funds will also go towards scholarships for  college students from participating universities. Students have already completed a total revision of the programs and materials.        Thank you, Len Baldwin, UNA-USA Model UN Advisor, SMDMUN Director.      Tax deductible Contributions of $25 up to $1000 or more, will be applied to the $7,500 initial ‘start-up’ budget & operating expenses.    (Payable to:  UNA Columbus Chapter, 501(C)3).
STRIVE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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